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Not many swimming pools are designed for the experience and view from the water, 
rather than the view towards the pool itself, but the Tepid Baths in Auckland is one of 
them. Looking across the sunlit water surface towards repetitive ‘boxes of 
shadow’ (the changing-room cabanas) at the edges is one of my favourite spatial 
moments. The combination of an illuminated surface of water edged by shadowy 
niches was first shown to me by one of my many great lecturers, Dr J Dickson, and it 
has been a spatial device I have often sought out since. 

The Teps has a long history in my own and my family’s history – my grandfather 
washed in the coin-operated bath cubicles when he was young, as his home had no 
bathroom, and I have been swimming here since my university days in the early 
1980s. It has been a regular part of my life since, shared with first my partner and then 
our growing children over the years, and is part of our family routine. I have watched 
the Teps change over the years and it has seen my life change. 

I have been witness to near demolitions and two renovations, and while the entire 
building is more of a ‘grandfather’s axe’ than the Teps I know so well by memory, 
Jasmax have done an excellent job in continuing it’s spatial character. (project 
architect Jeremy Bennett) While the shadow niches have been amended in design, the 
rhythm of the cubicles is retained and a lovely shadow-line has been created under the 
seat to the edge of the pool. 

Rather than select an iconic building, I choose instead one that is woven into the 
fabric of the city and my life as a favourite. 


